


DRI International is pleased to present DRI’s fourth 
annual international conference which is specifically 
tailored to educate corporate managers, in-house counsel, 
insurance representatives and external counsel who are 
involved in the conduct of business or litigation in multiple 
countries, whether throughout Europe, in North America, or 
elsewhere. The conference will be dedicated to addressing 
the constantly changing laws and regulations which impact 
multi-jurisdictional litigation, providing an update on the 
current status of critical areas of the law, along with practical 
tips on resolving day-to-day problems.
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 WHAT YOU WILL LEARN

n	 Gain insight into the differing rules   
 throughout Europe and the 
 United States regarding funding of   
 litigation by claimants and cost recovery

n	 The latest information on jurisdiction, the 
 impact of impending changes to the  
 Brussels Regulation and the Lugano   
 Convention, and recent U.S. Supreme Court  
 decisions 

n	 Hear from a regulator and experienced   
 counsel regarding reconciling European  
 data protection principles and  
 North American discovery obligations

n	 Gain up-to-date information regarding 
 ongoing reforms and legal liability in   
 product liability and safety in the  
 European Union and North America
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16:45	 Product Liability and Safety
Recent	and	ongoing	reforms	of	EU	product	
directives,	contrasting	approaches	to	scientific	
and	legal	liability,	and	varying	levels	of	
damages	across	Europe	and	the	United	States	
will	be	discussed.

Rod Freeman, Hogan Lovells LLP, London, 
England
Alessandro P. Giorgetti, Studio Legale Giorgetti, 
Milan, Italy
Cary E. Hiltgen, Hiltgen & Brewer PC, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, U.S.A.
Charles A. “Chuck” Stewart III, Bradley Arant 
Boult Cummings LLP, Montgomery, Alabama, 
U.S.A.

18:00	 Adjourn

18:15	 Reception

FRIDAY, 18 NOVEMBER 2011

7:00	 Registration

8:00	 Continental Breakfast 

 Sponsored by	 Powers & Frost LLP
  Sherman Taff Bangert  
  Thomas & Coronado PC

9:00	 Announcements

Dieter Hofmann, Walder Wyss Ltd., Zurich, 
Switzerland

9:05	 Jurisdiction and Forum Shopping
Learn	about	recent	developments	and	hot	
spots	in	jurisdiction	and	forum	shopping,	both	
in	Europe	and	the	U.S.,	with	a	particular	focus	
on	cross-Atlantic	cases.

Oliver M. Kunz, Walder Wyss Ltd., Zurich, 
Switzerland
Professor Paul Oberhammer, University of 
Vienna, Austria, and Wilmer Cutler Pickering 
Hale and Dorr LLP, London, England
Mary Massaron Ross, Plunkett & Cooney PC, 
Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A.
Christian Thomas Stempfle, Noerr LLP, Munich, 
Germany

P R O G R A M M E

THURSDAY, 17 NOVEMBER 2011

12:00	 Registration

14:00	 Welcome and Introduction

 Glenn M. Zakaib, Cassels Brock & Blackwell,  
 Toronto, Canada
 Dieter Hofmann, Walder Wyss Ltd., Zurich,  
 Switzerland
 Santiago Nadal, SNAbogados, Barcelona, Spain

14:15	 Collective Redress and Class Actions
The	U.S.,	Canadian	and	Australian	experiences,	
recent	changes	in	U.S.	law,	and	the	lessons	
to	be	learned	in	Europe	will	be	discussed	by	
experienced	counsel.	This	session	will	also	
review	the	status	of	reforms	in	the	European	
Union,	and	the	future	of	collective	redress	will	
be	discussed	by	leading	European	counsel.

Paul M. Lavelle, Beirne Maynard & Parsons LLP, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, U.S.A.
Andrew Morrison, Clayton Utz, Melbourne, 
Australia
Erwan Poisson, Herbert Smith LLP, Paris, France 
Glenn M. Zakaib, Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP, 
Toronto, Canada

15:30	 Litigation Funding
Hear	how	rules	differ	throughout	the		
United	States	and	Europe	regarding	funding	of	
litigation	by	claimants	and	how	cost	exposure	
to	successful	defendants	impacts	the	likelihood	
and	outcome	of	litigation.	

Moderator

Patrick A. Long, Long & Delis, Santa Ana, 
California, U.S.A.
Panel

Michael F. Aylward, Morrison Mahoney LLP, 
Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A.
Susan Dunn, Harbour Litigation Funding 
Limited, London, England
Owen D. O’Sullivan, William Fry, Dublin, Ireland
Jesper Tiberg, Lindahl, Stockholm, Sweden

16:30	 Refreshment Break
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10:20 Reconciling the Conflicts: U.S. and Canadian  
 Discovery Obligations vs. EU Data Protection  
 Principles 

This session will address the conflicts created 
by judicially required North American discovery 
disclosure of personal information and data 
regarding European corporate employees or 
customers, and European laws prohibiting 
disclosure.

Patricia J. Armstrong, Lindsay Kenney LLP, 
Vancouver, Canada

Matthew Y. Biscan, Clisham Satriana & Biscan 
LLC, Denver, Colorado, U.S.A.

Lionel de Souza, Hogan Lovells LLP, Paris, 
France

Esther Mitjans, Agency for Data Protection of 
the Catalan Government, Barcelona, Spain

11:30 Refreshment Break

11:45 Provisional and Interim Litigation Measures 

The enforceability of provisional and interim 
litigation measures in international disputes 
from U.S. and European perspectives will be 
discussed.

Christopher G. Campbell, DLA Piper US, Atlanta, 
Georgia, U.S.A.

Sharla J. Frost, Powers & Frost LLP, Houston, 
Texas, U.S.A.

Dieter Hofmann, Walder Wyss Ltd., Zurich, 
Switzerland

Jonathan Edward Wheeler, Morrison & Foerster 
LLP, London, England

13:00 Luncheon (open to all–included in registration) 

14:00 Understanding One Another: A Case Study

Learn from the experiences of the Nike 
distributor litigation in Oregon, U.S.A., and 
Barcelona, Spain.

Stuart D. Jones, Bullivant Houser Bailey PC, 
Portland, Oregon, U.S.A.

Santiago Nadal, SNAbogados, Barcelona, Spain

Dr. Ignacio Sancho, Magistrate, Provincial Court 
of Appeal of Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain

15:15 Refreshment Break

15:30 In-House Counsel Forum: Litigation Challenges

A panel of leading in-house counsel will 
address the challenges of managing the 
expectations and involvement of corporate 
officers and employees, insurers and external 
counsel. The marshalling of instructions, 
evidence and witnesses including e-discovery 
will also be addressed, along with insuring the 
consistency of strategy and approach in multi-
jurisdictional litigation and the selection and 
retention of external counsel.

Moderator

Yves Lenders, Lydian, Antwerp, Belgium

Panel

Lydia Schulze Althoff, Bayer AG, Leverkusen, 
Germany

Thomas Lingen, Ingram Micro Distribution 
GmbH, Munich, Germany

Marta Sulé, Puig, Barcelona, Spain

Stephen Woodward, Citi, London, England

17:00 Concluding Remarks

E. Wayne Taff, Sherman Taff Bangert Thomas & 
Coronado PC, Kansas City, Missouri, U.S.A.
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G E N E R A L  I N F O R M AT I O N

REGISTRATION
Registration is available online at www.dri.org. 
Additionally, all registrants can mail or fax the 
attached registration form or call DRI headquarters 
at 001.312.795.1101. Online, telephone and fax 
registrations require a credit card. A check may be used 
for registrations by mail. 

The registration fee is $745 for DRI members and $975 
for nonmembers. The registration fee includes course 
materials, admission to all programs, continental 
breakfast, refreshment breaks, luncheon on Friday, and 
networking reception on Thursday. If you wish to have 
your name included on the advance registration list, 
your registration must be received on or before  
28 October 2011.

IN-HOUSE COUNSEL
In-house counsel are eligible for free registration 
to DRI seminars. In-house counsel are defined as 
licensed attorneys, who are employed exclusively by a 
corporation or other private sector organization, for the 
purpose of providing legal representation and counsel 
only to that corporation, its affiliates and subsidiaries. In 
order to qualify for free registration, the individual must 
also be a DRI member and a member of DRI’s Corporate 
Counsel Committee. Offer excludes DRI Annual Meeting.

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS
The first and second registrations from the same 
firm or company are subject to the fees outlined 
above. The registration fee for additional registrants 
from the same firm or company is $695, regardless 
of membership status. All registrations must be 
received at the same time to receive the discount.

REFUND POLICY
The registration fee is fully refundable for cancellations 
received on or before October 21, 2011. Cancellations 
received after October 21 and on or before 
October 28, 2011, will receive a refund, less a $50 
processing fee. Cancellations made after October 28 
will not receive a refund, but the course materials 
on CD-ROM and a $100 certificate good for any DRI 
seminar within the next 12 months will be issued.  
All cancellations and requests for refunds must be 

made in writing. Fax to DRI’s Accounting Department 
at 001 .312 .795.0747. All refunds will be mailed 
within four weeks after the date of the conference. 
Substitutions may be made at any time without charge 
and must be submitted in writing.

COURSE MATERIALS
DRI will email a link to download the course materials 
to all registrants two weeks in advance of the seminar. 
You can order additional copies by checking the 
appropriate box on the registration form on the back of 
this brochure or ordering online at www.dri.org.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
The seminar will be held at the Gallery Hotel, Roselló, 
249, Barcelona 08008, Spain. Hotel accommodations 
are not included in the registration fee. Hotel 
reservations can be made by one of the following 
methods: Call-in: +34 93.415.99.11 (Identify as DRI 
International Seminar); or click here to download the 
reservation form. Please mention DRI International 
Seminar to take advantage of the group rate of 125€/
night classic room single use or 135€/night classic room 
double. Note: The group rate does not include breakfast. 
The hotel block is limited and rooms and rates are 
available on a first-come, first-served basis. You must 
make reservations by 17 October 2011, to be eligible for 
the group rate. Requests for reservations made after 
17 October are subject to room and rate availability.

TRAVEL DISCOUNTS
Discounted airfares on various major air carriers for 
DRI’s International Seminar attendees are available. 
To receive these discounts, please call or email 
Hobson Travel Ltd. to make your flight reservations. 
001 .630.983.8000, 800.538.7464, or email  
dri@hobsontravel.com. As always, to obtain the lowest 
available fares, early booking is recommended.

ATTIRE
Business attire is appropriate for all functions.

The taping or recording of DRI seminars is prohibited without the 
written permission of DRI.

Speakers and times may be subject to last-minute changes.

DRI policy provides there will be no group functions sponsored 
by others in connection with its seminars.

http://www.dri.org/DRI/webdocs/cle/DRI_International_Seminar_Gallery_Hotel_ResForm.pdf
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S E M I N A R  S P O N S O R S

DRI wishes to thank our sponsors for their support at this year’s seminar!

2 0 1 1  S E M I N A R  S C H E D U L E

September 15–16 Nursing Home/ALF Litigation
 Boston Marriott Copley Place, Boston,  
 MA

September 15–16 Strictly Automotive
 The Dearborn Inn, A Marriott Hotel,  
 Dearborn, MI

September 22–23 Construction Law
 JW Marriott Desert Ridge, Phoenix, AZ

September 22–23 Strictly Hospitality
 FireSky Resort, Scottsdale, AZ

October 26–30 Annual Meeting
 Washington Marriott Wardman Park, 
 Washington, D.C. 

November 10–11 Asbestos Medicine
 Bellagio, Las Vegas, NV

November 17–18 The Changing Landscape of   
 International Litigation
 Gallery Hotel, Barcelona, Spain

December 15–16 Insurance Coverage and Practice
 Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers, 
 New York, NY

December 15–16  Professional Liability
 Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers, 
 New York, NY

2 0 1 2  S E M I N A R  S C H E D U L E

February 1–3 Civil Rights and Governmental Tort 
 Liability
 Eden Roc Renaissance, Miami Beach, FL

February 9–10 Toxic Torts and Environmental Law
 Fontainebleau Miami, Miami Beach, FL

February 16–17 Trucking Law
 The Westin Kierland, Phoenix, AZ

February 23–24 Sharing Success—A Seminar for  
 Women Lawyers
 The Westin Kierland, Phoenix, AZ

March 7–9 Medical Liability and Health Care Law
 Hilton New Orleans Riverside, 
 New Orleans, LA

March 14–16 Trial Tactics
 Bally’s, Las Vegas, NV

March 15–16 Rainmaking
 Bally’s, Las Vegas, NV

March 28–30 Insurance Coverage and Claims Institute
 The Westin Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IL

April 11–13 Product Liability Conference
 The Venetian, Las Vegas, NV

April 25–27 Life, Health, Disability and ERISA Claims
 Swissôtel Chicago, Chicago, IL

May 2–4 Employment Law
 Sheraton Chicago, Chicago, IL

May 10–11 Drug and Medical Device
 New Orleans Hilton Riverside, 
 New Orleans, LA

May 17–18 Commercial Litigation
 Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers, 
 New York, NY
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FA C U LT Y

Lydia Schulze Althoff is senior 
counsel of Bayer AG in Leverkusen, 
Germany. She heads the litigation 
group of Bayer AG’s Law Department, 
which is responsible for the 
management of much of Bayer’s 
litigation, particularly in the United 
States. Ms. Schulze Althoff joined 
Bayer in 1998 and has been 
responsible for the management of 
product liability litigation and other 
significant U.S. litigation.

Patricia J. Armstrong is an associate 
lawyer of Lindsay Kenney LLP’s 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, 
office and specialises in defence 
litigation. Ms. Armstrong specialises in 
cases involving complex medical 
issues and has extensive trial 
experience in both judge and jury 
trials. While working as in-house 
counsel for ICBC she was involved in 
the development of numerous defence 
strategies, including the low velocity 
impact program and the auto-immune 
defence strategy.

Michael F. Aylward is a senior partner 
in the Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A., 
office of Morrison Mahoney LLP, where 
he chairs the firm’s complex insurance 
coverage practice group. For the past 
25 years, Mr. Aylward has represented 
insurers around the country in 
disputes with their policyholders, 
including bad faith, intellectual 

property disputes, environmental and 
mass tort claims and construction 
defect litigation. He has also testified 
as an expert in cases involving 
coverage and reinsurance issues.  
Mr. Aylward is a past chair of DRI’s 
Insurance Law Committee and serves 
on DRI’s Law Institute.

Matthew Y. Biscan is a trial lawyer and 
member of Clisham Satriana & Biscan 
LLC in Denver, Colorado, U.S.A., having 
left a large firm to start his small firm 
in 2004. His practice is largely devoted 
to the defence of commercial, 
insurance, tort and professional liability 
litigation. Mr. Biscan also represents 
professionals and businesses in 
transactions. He is a past secretary-
treasurer and board member of DRI 
and is a member of the IADC and FDCC.

Christopher G. Campbell is a partner 
in DLA Piper’s Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A., 
office, where he represents a wide 
array of domestic and international 
clients in product liability and 
commercial litigation. Recent 
representations include clients based 
in Hong Kong, China and the United 
Kingdom, as well as disputes based in 
Germany, Russia and New Zealand.  
Mr. Campbell is the publications chair 
of DRI International and the editor of 
the “Think Globally” column that 
appears monthly in DRI’s For The 
Defense magazine. He is the coauthor 
of Expert Witnesses: Products Liability 
Cases.

Lionel de Souza is a senior associate at 
Hogan Lovells LLP in Paris, France. He 
specialises in issues relating to privacy 
and data protection, e-commerce, the 
liability of technical intermediaries, IT 
contracts, outsourcing, online 
compliance, the intellectual property 
aspects of information technology and 
the Internet and encryption. He is 
involved in the evolution of his areas 
of work, both at an international and 
national level through membership 
and active participation to associations 
such as the IAPP and ADIJ.

Susan Dunn is head of litigation 
funding at Harbour Litigation Funding 
Limited in London, England. She is 
widely recognised as the leading 
litigation funder in the UK. Ms. Dunn 
has originated and managed over 100 
litigation funding cases totalling over 
£2 billion in claim value since 2002. 
She practiced as a commercial litigator 
in both the UK and U.S. and has been 
pivotal in the UK policymaker’s 
endorsement of litigation funding and 
its consequent acceptance in the 
mainstream. In the past eight years, 
Ms. Dunn has reviewed over 1,100 cases 
for funding. In May 2010, Harbour 
raised an additional £60 million to 
fund commercial litigation and 
arbitrations in any common law 
jurisdiction.

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION 
IN DRI:

A STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLE

DRI is the largest international membership organization of 
attorneys defending the interests of business and individuals 
in civil litigation. Diversity is a core value at DRI. Indeed, 
diversity is fundamental to the success of the organization, 
and we seek out and embrace the innumerable benefits 
and contributions that the perspectives, backgrounds, 
cultures and life experiences a diverse membership provides. 
Inclusiveness is the chief means to increase the diversity of 
DRI’s membership and leadership positions. DRI’s members 
and potential leaders are often also members and leaders of 
other defense organizations. Accordingly, DRI encourages all 
national, state and local defense organizations to promote 
diversity and inclusion in their membership and leadership.
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Rod Freeman is a specialist product 
liability partner at Hogan Lovells LLP, 
based in its London, England, office. 
He has extensive experience defending 
product liability claims and advising 
clients internationally on product 
safety risk management and product 
recalls. Mr. Freeman works closely with 
leading suppliers of products such as 
pharmaceuticals, medical devices, 
asbestos, tobacco, cosmetics, 
electronics, motor vehicles, toys, 
sporting goods and building products. 
He is the general editor of Lovells’ 
quarterly publication, European 
Product Liability Review.

Sharla J. Frost is the managing 
partner of Powers & Frost LLP in 
Houston, Texas, U.S.A. Representing 
both American and European clients 
for the past 24 years, Ms. Frost has 
earned a reputation for world class 
representation on a value priced 
platform. She has defended high-risk 
cases in 12 states, including California, 
New York and Texas. Ms. Frost defends 
civil litigation matters in some of the 
most challenging courtrooms across 
the United States and has been 
accepted to membership by some of 
the most prestigious of American legal 
organisations.

Alessandro P. Giorgetti is the 
managing partner of Studio Legale 
Giorgetti in Milan, Italy. He is 
enrolled in the Bar Association of 
Milan and the Special Bar for the 
Superiors and Constitutional Courts. 
Mr. Giorgetti’s previous work at 
Glanvill Entoven Ltd., a traditional 
broking house at Lloyd’s, gave him 
valuable insight into the English 
insurance market and its particular 
regulations. He has a wide 
knowledge in insurance and 
reinsurance problems. Mr. Giorgetti 
has served as the Italian chair of DRI 
Europe and he is the international 
vice president of the IADC.

Cary E. Hiltgen is a founding member 
and shareholder of Hiltgen & Brewer 
PC, in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
U.S.A. For more than 25 years, his 
practice has focused in the areas of 
product liability defence, insurance 
defence, commercial litigation and 
transportation litigation. Mr. Hiltgen 
and the firm have represented a 
number of national and international 
corporations, serving as local, 
regional, and national trial counsel. 
Mr. Hiltgen is AV peer rated 
preeminent and has garnered 
numerous honors and awards for his 
national litigation experience. He is 
the immediate past president of DRI.

Dieter Hofmann is a partner in the 
litigation and arbitration team of 
Walder Wyss Ltd. in Zurich, 
Switzerland. His primary focus is 
dispute resolution in complex, 
mainly international cases, including 
prelitigation advice, representing 
clients in court and in arbitration 
proceedings, coordination in cases 
involving multiple jurisdictions, 
enforcement of foreign judgments 
and arbitral awards, and 
international legal assistance.Mr. 
Hofmann chairs the Zurich Bar 
Litigation Practice Group. He is the 
vice chair of DRI International.

Stuart D. Jones is a partner with 
Bullivant Houser Bailey PC’s 
Portland, Oregon, U.S.A., office. His 
practice focuses on class action 
litigation and first-party insurance 
issues involving both commercial 
and personal lines, including 
coverage opinions and litigation.  
Mr. Jones also has experience in 
commercial and international 
commercial litigation and disputes 
involving trade dress, trade name 
infringement and unfair competition 
claims. He has maintained a 
Martindale-Hubbell AV Peer Review 
Rating for a number of years, and 
has been cited as an “Oregon Super 
Lawyer” each year since 2006.

Oliver M. Kunz is an associate at 
Walder Wyss Ltd. in Zurich, 
Switzerland. His preferred areas of 
practice include litigation in 
commercial disputes with a focus on 
IT and insolvency related issues.  
Mr. Kunz also advises domestic and 
international companies on 
copyright, patent and licence 
compliance matters and is also 
interested in white-collar criminal 
law. He was educated at the 
University of Fribourg, Switzerland, 
and obtained an LL.M. degree from 
Stanford Law School. 

Paul M. Lavelle is a partner with 
Beirne Maynard & Parsons LLP in its 
New Orleans, Louisiana, U.S.A., 
office. Mr. Lavelle practices and has 
extensive trial experience in 
commercial litigation, product 
liability, insurance law, construction 
law, environmental law and general 
civil litigation. He has tried a 
number of class action matters in 
cases involving consumer products, 
construction and environmental 
issues. Mr. Lavelle is chair of DRI’s 
Law Institute, a former DRI officer 
and board member, and past chair 
of DRI’s Technology Committee and 
its Electronic Discovery Task Force.

Yves Lenders is a lawyer and partner 
at Lydian in Antwerp, Belgium. He 
specialises in commercial law, 
dispute resolution, litigation and 
insolvency. Mr. Lenders handles 
complex construction litigation 
matters and also has experience in 
post-acquisition litigation work. He 
also advises and acts as trusted 
advisor to its clients on commercial 
matters, including advising, drafting 
and implementing legal 
documentation for clients’ 
businesses. He advises clients facing 
insolvent or near insolvent 
counterparts. Mr. Lenders is also 
trained as a mediator. 
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Thomas Lingen is the managing 
director and executive director legal, 
security and insurance for Ingram 
Micro EMEA division of Ingram Micro 
Holding GmbH in Munich, Germany. 
From 1998–2001, he served as legal 
and tax manager for European 
Central Region Crown Cork & Seal. 
Prior to that, Mr. Lingen was a senior 
associate with Arthur Andersen.

Patrick A. Long is the founder of 
Long & Delis in Santa Ana, California, 
U.S.A. He has handled thousands of 
cases, achieving superior results 
through a combination of hard work 
and good communication with 
clients and opponents. His skills as a 
problem-solver focus on bringing 
matters to a prompt conclusion 
while protecting the interests of 
clients. Mr. Long is a past president 
of DRI, as well as the Association of 
Southern California Defense Council. 
He is a past president of the 
California Defense Council, 
representing California defence 
attorneys in the state legislature.

Esther Mitjans is the director of the 
Agency for Data Protection of the 
Catalan Government in Barcelona, 
Spain. Ms. Mitjans is a professor of 
Consititutional Law in the Universitat 
de Barcelona and president of the 
Canada Foundation in Spain. She has 
served as a member of the Advisory 
Council on Data Protection, and is a 
member of the International Council 
for Canadian Studies and director of 
the Cabinet for Human Rights and 
International Law of the Catalan Red 
Cross.

Andrew Morrison is a partner 
leading Australia’s premier product 
liability law practice at Clayton Utz in 
Melbourne. Mr. Morrison has 17 years 
of experience in the defence of 
product liability claims, including 
pharmaceutical products and 
devices, motor vehicles and 
allegedly defective consumer 
products. He is internationally 
recognised as a leading Australian 
class actions lawyer, providing 
advice, advocacy and litigation 
leadership in products, financial and 
competition related multi-party 
claims. Mr. Morrison serves as 
regional coordinator of the firm’s 
litigation and dispute resolution 
department in the Melbourne office.

Santiago Nadal is a lawyer and 
partner in SNAbogados in Barcelona, 
Spain. He is a practicing litigator in 
several Spanish jurisdictions, 
including Barcelona and Madrid. His 
practice focuses on intellectual 
property, copyright and software, 
distribution and franchise, 
contractual liability, product liability 
and D&O liability. Mr. Nadal has 
frequently acted as arbitrator for the 
Tribunal Arbitral de Barcelona. He is 
a professor in several Barcelona 
University institutes. Mr. Nadal is a 
member of DRI, the IADC and the 
Board of the Barcelona Bar.

Paul Oberhammer is a full professor 
of law at the University of Vienna in 
Vienna, Austria, and of counsel with 
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and 
Dorr LLP in London, England. Both his 
academic and practical focuses are 
arbitration, litigation and insolvency. 
He acts regularly as an arbitrator in 
international and domestic cases. 
Professor Oberhammer is admitted 
to the bar in Hamburg, Germany. He 
has authored more than 230 
publications in the fields of 
arbitration law, civil procedure, and 
civil and commercial law.

Owen O’Sullivan is the head of 
William Fry’s litigation and dispute 
resolution department in Dublin, 
Ireland. He specialises in commercial 
disputes, particularly shareholder 
and investment disputes.  
Mr. O’Sullivan has been involved in 
many high-profile property disputes 
and has product liability defence 
experience in the pharmaceutical, 
energy drink, motor and tobacco 
sectors. He served as a member of 
the Law Society’s Litigation 
Committee for six years and is 
currently a member of the IADC, the 
International Bar Association and 
DRI.

Erwan Poisson is a partner within 
the Paris litigation and arbitration 
group at Herbert Smith LLP. He is 
dual-qualified as a French Avocat 
and an English Solicitor. Mr. Poisson 
advises French and foreign 
companies in complex disputes in 
the areas of banking and financial 
litigation, restructuring litigation, 
insurance and industrial risk 
litigation, white collar crime, 
international judicial assistance, as 
well as asset tracing and recovery. 
He has also developed particular 
expertise in conflicts of laws and 
jurisdictional issues.

Mary Massaron Ross is a partner 
with Plunkett & Cooney PC in Detroit, 
Michigan, U.S.A., and is the head of 
its appellate practice group. She has 
won numerous victories before the 
Michigan Supreme Court for clients 
in both the public and private 
sectors. She has also handled 
appellate matters before the Ohio 
Supreme Court, the Michigan Court 
of Appeals, the California Court of 
Appeals, the Sixth Circuit and other 
federal courts of appeal. Ms. Ross 
holds the office of First Vice 
President of DRI.
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Doctor Ignacio Sancho is the 
presiding judge of the commercial 
division of the Court of Appeal of 
Barcelona in Barcelona, Spain. He 
lectures part time on commercial 
law at the Pompeu Fabra University 
in Barcelona and he is a member of 
the Academia de Jurisprudencia i 
Legislació de Catalunya. Dr. Sancho 
has been a member of the European 
Judicial Network in civil and 
commercial matters since 2002, and 
a member of the Spanish Judicial 
Network of Experts in EU Law since 
2007. He has published books on 
civil law, civil procedure, bankruptcy, 
IP law, maritime law and D&O 
responsibility.

Christian Thomas Stempfle is a 
partner with Noerr LLP in Munich, 
Germany. He is one of the firm’s 
leading litigators. Mr. Stempfle 
frequently deals with cross border 
disputes, insolvency and commercial 
litigation and arbitration. Inter alia, 
he acted on behalf of the German 
administrator of the assets of the 
BenQ OHG in a major dispute against 
Qisda/BenQ. As a consequence of the 
financial crisis, Mr. Stempfle and his 
team are currently defending several 
German municipalities against claims 
based on derivative transactions. He 
is admitted as German Rechtsanwalt 
and Solicitor (England and Wales).

Charles A. “Chuck” Stewart III is a 
partner in the Montgomery, 
Alabama, U.S.A., office of Bradley 
Arant Boult Cummings LLP.  
Mr. Stewart has extensive litigation 
experience representing national 
and international corporations, 
primarily in the areas of product 
liability, toxic torts, employment, 
large personal injury and general 
business disputes. He has handled 
other complex litigation matters, 
including a six-week trial of an 
antitrust claim for conspiracy in 
restraint of trade, and both the 
defence and the prosecution of 

intellectual property cases. A former 
DRI board member, Mr. Stewart 
currently serves as vice chair of DRI’s 
Product Liability Committee.

Marta Sulé, Vice President Corporate 
Legal Services of the fragrances and 
fashion group Puig, is the secretary 
of the board of its holding company, 
with headquarters in Barcelona, 
Spain. She joined Puig in 1999, after 
several years in the intellectual 
property department of Cuatrecasas 
Abogados and became the head of 
the legal services of the group in 
2004.

E. Wayne Taff is a senior partner at 
Sherman Taff Bangert Thomas & 
Coronado PC in Kansas City, Missouri, 
U.S.A. He has published and lectured 
extensively, both nationally and 
internationally, in the areas of 
product liability, toxic torts, expert 
witnesses, trial advocacy and ethics. 
Mr. Taff is a former chair of DRI’s Law 
Institute and DRI’s Product Liability 
Committee, as well as a past DRI 
board member and officer. He 
presently serves as the North 
American program chair and the DRI 
Law Institute liaison for this seminar. 

Jesper Tiberg is a partner at 
Lindahl’s Stockholm, Sweden, office, 
a member of its commercial dispute 
resolution practice group and head 
of Lindahl’s East European group.  
Mr. Tiberg specialises in arbitration 
and litigation and has vast 
experience in acting as counsel, both 
in domestic court disputes and in 
national and international 
arbitrations. He is regularly 
appointed as arbitrator. Mr. Tiberg is 
ranked by Chambers Europe as one 
of the leading litigators in Sweden. 
His experience in litigation and 
arbitration covers disputes 
concerning bilateral investment 
treaties, contract disputes, trade 
secrets and copyrights.

Jonathan Edward Wheeler is a 
partner at Morrison & Foerster LLP in 
London, England, and specialises in 
complex cross-border disputes. He 
has conducted court proceedings, 
arbitrations and mediations on 
behalf of many international clients. 
His expertise includes general 
commercial disputes, international 
fraud and asset tracing, 
investigations, international trust 
litigation and contentious 
insolvency. Mr. Wheeler was 
described as “very commercial, very 
good tactically” in Chambers 2010 
and as a “deep thinker and 
innovative lawyer” by Legal 500 
2010. He is a Higher Court Advocate. 

Stephen Woodward is senior 
litigation counsel for Citi’s Europe, 
Middle East and Africa region, based 
in London, England. Mr. Woodward 
advises Citi’s businesses across the 
region on litigation and dispute 
resolution issues and in relation to 
regulatory inquiries and 
investigations. He is an English-
qualified Solicitor-Advocate who, 
prior to joining Citi in 2006, was a 
partner in the litigation and dispute 
resolution practice of Mayer Brown 
Rowe & Maw LLP (now Mayer Brown 
International LLP) in London.

Glenn M. Zakaib is a partner in the 
advocacy group and senior counsel 
in the product liability group and 
class actions group at Cassels Brock 
& Blackwell LLP in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada. His practice focuses on 
product liability claims and class 
proceedings. Mr. Zakaib has been 
named as a leading practitioner in 
Chambers Global Guide, Canadian 
Legal Lexpert Directory, ALM 500, 
Best Lawyers in Canada, Who’s Who 
Legal, LawDay Leading Lawyers and 
PLC Life Sciences Handbook. He 
currently serves as chair of DRI 
International and vice chair of the 
International SLG of DRI’s Product 
Liability Committee.
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